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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Newly submitted claims 48-50, 57-59 are directed to an invention that is 
independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 
Claims 42-47, 51-56 is directed to game play intervals, and claims 48-50, 57-59 are 
directed to graphical indicator that displays the amount of play time. The invention as 
described in claims 42-47, 51-56 could be used in a slot machine where a graphical 
indicator to display the amount of play time is not required. The invention as described 
in claims 48-50, 57-59 could be used in an arcade game that provides a random 
outcome, and does not require the game to be played at intervals. It appears that 
claims 42-47, and 51-56 are directed to the originally filed claimed invention. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 48-50, 57-59 are withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and 
MPEP § 821 .03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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Claims 42-47, 51-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Claims 42-47, 51-56 recite the limitation, "at 
least one interval is independent of any inputs from the player in association with any 
plays of any games". Applicant's specification does not support this limitation. 

Claims 42-47, 51-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claims 42-47, 51-56 recite the limitation, "at least one interval is independent 
of any inputs from the player in association with any plays of any games". The 
specification does not teach how at least one interval is independent of any inputs from 
the player in association with any plays of any games. Applicant's specification 
(paragraph 46) discloses, "alternatively, the routine may omit block 126, such that the 
game begins once the player has entered value into the gaming unit." Although the 
player does not select the type of fee (as discussed in paragraphs 34-36), a player input 
is still required (player has entered value). Due to the 35 US 1 12 issues, the claims will 
be examined based on the Examiner's best understanding of the claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,550 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3714 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 42-47, 51-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Walker etal. (US 6,077,163). 

Walker discloses the following: 

Claim 42. A method of operating a gaming system, said method comprising: 

(a) receiving a value amount associated with a player, said value amount initially 
defining a value total (value total is the amount of coin inserted in the gaming machine, 
or the electronic credit associated to the player's account, cols. 4:6-10, 6:5-6, 14:55-65); 

(b) for at least one interval (during a gaming session), deducting a fee from the 
value total (deduct a wager fee, cols. 1 :49-2:27), wherein said fee is associated with a 
value, the at least one interval is independent of any plays of any games and the at 
least one interval is independent of any inputs from the player in association with an 
plays of any games (The fee/wager is associated to the value amount, because the 
player needs enough credits or value total in order to make the wager.); 

if the value total is greater than zero (if coin(s) are inserted to the gaming 
machine, or the credit balance is associated to the player's account is greater than 
zero): 



Application/Control Number: 10/056,550 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3714 

determining and displaying at least one value payout associated with at least one 
displayed outcome for at least one play of a game, wherein said determined value 
payout is based on any deducted fees (Player can select price parameters based on the 
game parameters, col. 7:39-54. The game parameters may be amount wagered per 
play, and active pay lines. The determined value payout, is based on the pay-table, 
which is based on wager/deducted fees. After a wager is made, the CPU generates a 
random number and identifies a corresponding outcome, col. 4:17. Based on identified 
outcome, an outcome display is provided, and the appropriate payout is made, col. 
4:15-26.); 

adding the determined value payout to the value total (col. 4:10-26); and 

(d) repeating (b) to (c) at least once (In any gaming machine, the gaming session 

can be repeated by adding money to the gaming machine, or by repeating step (a). 

Steps (b) to (c) can also be repeated if there are enough credits on the gaming machine 

to make a wager.). 

Claims 43, 52. The fees deducted from the value total are equal (If the player 
selects the same game with the same game parameters, then the wager fee will be the 
same.). 

Claims 44, 53. Each interval is an equal interval of time (Player can select the 
same game parameters including the same time interval, col. 5:22-33, Fig. 2B.). 
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Claims 45, 54. Deducting a fee from the value total for each of a plurality of 
intervals (As discussed above in claim 42 above, a wager fee is deducted from the 
player credit balance.). 

Claims 46, 55. Determining and displaying at least one value payout associated 
with at least one displayed outcome for at lest one play of the game if the value total is 
greater than zero after the plurality of intervals, wherein said determined value payout is 
based on any deducted fees (Player can select price parameters based on the game 
parameters, col. 7:39-54. The game parameters may be amount wagered per play, and 
active pay lines. The determined value payout, is based on the pay-table, which is 
based on wager/deducted fees. After a wager is made, the CPU generates a random 
number and identifies a corresponding outcome, col. 4:17. Based on identified 
outcome, an outcome display is provided, and the appropriate payout is made, col. 
4:15-26.). 

Claims 47, 56. Pausing the plurality of intervals for a period of time, wherein 
during said period of time, no fees are deducted from the value total (A fee is required 
for a gaming session. After the gaming session is over, the player can momentarily 
stop playing by not providing the fee to start the next gaming session). 
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Claim 51 . See rejection for claim 42 above. Furthermore, Walker discloses a 
gaming system comprising: at least one display device; at least one input device; at 
least one processor (Figs. 2A-2B); and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions (cols. 3:67- 
4:5), which stores a plurality of instructions, which when executed by the at least one 
processor. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 42-47, 51-56 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. A new ground of rejection has 
been made using Walker et al. (US 6,077,163). It appears that the claim limitations for 
the term "interval" are broader than the pervious claim limitations. Currently, the term 
"interval" is interpreted as a gaming session. Claims 44 and 53 limits the term interval 
to be measurements of time. However, Walker discloses this limitation as discussed in 
the rejection above. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson H. Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5563. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan M. Thai can be reached on (571)272-7147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



